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Budapest in 1873, the year of  the official unification of  Buda, Pest and 

Óbuda



8 FEBRUARY 1873 ‒

Speech by Albert Apponyi, delivered in the Hungarian 

Parliament, in support of  the Academy of  Music

Count Albert Apponyi as a member of  the Liszt Jubilee 

Committee in 1873. Photo by Ferenc Kozmata (Liszt Museum Budapest)

Count Albert Apponyi, 

head of  the Hungarian 

peace delegation (1920) 

Photo: Hungarian National 

Museum Historical Photo 

Archive



Hal Square 4. First floor

THE BUILDING RENTED FOR THE ACADEMY OF 

MUSIC SINCE 1873 AND LISZT'S FLAT LOCATED 

WITHIN IT



CENTRAL LIBRARY ‒

LISZT FERENC ACADEMY OF MUSIC

Ferenc Liszt was appointed 

President of  the Academy of  

Music based on decree No. 7531 

of  the Hungarian Royal Minister 

of  Religion and Public 

Education, signed by Ágoston 

Trefort on 21 March 1875.

„ Őcsászári és apostoli kir. Felsége f. év 

márczius 21-én kelt legfelsőbb elhatározásával 

Nagyságodat a Budapesten felállítandó 

országos magyar zeneakadémia elnökévé […] 

legkegyelmesebben kinevezni méltóztatott.”



Foundation in 1875 

Ferenc Liszt 

Ferenc Erkel
Kornél Ábrányi sen.

Sándor Nikolits

Robert Volkmann
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SOURCES OF THE INITIAL LIBRARY STOCK  1 ‒

LISZT'S DONATION OF BOOKS AND SHEET MUSIC 



SOURCES OF THE INITIAL LIBRARY STOCK  2 ‒

DONATIONS FROM MUSIC PUBLISHERS

Rózsavölgyi és Társa

Táborszky és Parsch

Harmonia



SOURCES OF THE INITIAL LIBRARY STOCK  3

.

Intendant of  the National Theatre (1870‒1873)

Liszt’s friend

Composer (e.g. opera Renegát)

Moved to London in 1881

Baron Bódog Orczy 

(1835‒1892)

The music library of  Baron Bódog Orczy 

purchased at auction



The artistic fund of  the Viennese court estate     

SOURCES OF THE INITIAL LIBRARY STOCK  4 ‒

from 1876 From 1885



1879

Today’s ’Old Academy 

of  Music’

MOVING TO THE NEW BUILDING ON SUGÁR 

(NOW ANDRÁSSY) AVENUE



„The library and music collection are 

intended for use by the institution's 

officials, teachers and students only. 

Books and music may be borrowed for 

a maximum period of  six weeks, 

provided a signed receipt is provided.”

(Yearbook 1882/83)

PROPER USE OF THE MUSIC LIBRARY IN 

THE 1880s



THE FIRST PRINTED CATALOGUE OF THE 

LIBRARY OF THE LISZT ACADEMY IN THE 

1884/85 YEARBOOK



1886

OBITUARY OF FRANZ LISZT



THE LEGACY OF FERENC LISZT AT THE 

ACADEMY OF MUSIC



National Royal Hungarian 
Academy of  Music

National Drama School

Ödön Mihalovich,

director

ROYAL HUNGARIAN NATIONAL ACADEMY OF 

MUSIC AND DRAMA (1887‒1893)



MUSIC COLLECTION OF THE DRAMA SCHOOL



1891

Dr. József  Harrach

     teacher president

„The inaugural general meeting of  the 

National Hungarian Royal Music Academy 

Reader’s Circle was held on 16 October 1891. 

The elected committee then took over the 

library, which had been acquired and 

compiled by the secretary, Dr József  

Harrach. At that time, the library contained 

242 volumes, including 227 volumes of  

music.”

                                 (Yearbook 1891/92)

READER’S CIRCLE (OLVASÓKÖR)
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A drawing of  the façade of  the new Music Palace,

as featured in the 1905/06 yearbook
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1907

IN THE NEW PALACE ON GYÁR STREET (NOW 

LISZT FERENC SQUARE)

Library reading room after the 

reconstruction in 2013



„[…] It is necessary to separate the roles 

of  treasurer and librarian. […] and that a 

librarian be employed for book and music 

library work in the afternoon hours at an 

appropriate fee.”

Letter from Director Mihalovich to Minister of  Religion and 

Public Education Albert Apponyi, 28 October 1907.

LIBRARIAN NEEDS TO BE EMPLOYED
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Nándor Ember
temporary librarian mandate

János Oswald (Osváth)
first acting librarian

(1907‒1912)

1907

1919

1923 Elemér Sereghy
(1923‒1928)
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Dr. Elemér Sereghy
(1880‒1928) 

the first professional 

librarian

(1923‒1928)



Dr. Margit Prahács
(1893‒1974)

Head of  the Library from

1928 to 1961
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VOLUMES FROM THE FIRST COMPLETE EDITION OF LISZT'S WORKS, 

MUSIKALISCHE WERKE (BREITKOPF & HÄRTEL, 1907–1936), AND THE NEW 
LISZT COMPLETE EDITION (EDITIO MUSICA BUDAPEST, 1970–)

Photo by István Fazekas



• Kiadatlan és ismeretlen Liszt-levelek a Zeneművészeti Főiskola levéltárában. 

Budapest, 1955. (Zenetudományi tanulmányok 3.)

• Chambre commémorative de François Liszt. Catalogue. Budapest, Liszt 

Ferenc Zeneművészeti Főiskola, 1956.

• A Zeneművészeti Főiskola Liszt-hagyatéka. Budapest, Akadémiai, 

1959. (Zenetudományi tanulmányok 7.)

• A Zeneművészeti Főiskola Liszt-emlékszobája. Budapest, 1964.

• Franz Liszts Briefe aus ungarischen Sammlungen 1835-1886. Budapest, 

Akadémiai / Kassel, Bärenreiter, 1966.

• Liszt Ferenc Emlékmúzeum leíró katalógus. Budapest, Liszt Ferenc 

Zeneművészeti Főiskola, 1968.

IMPORTANT LISZT-RELATED 

PUBLICATIONS BY MARGIT PRAHÁCS



SHEET MUSIC FROM THE BRUNSZVIK

MUSIC COLLECTION IN MARTONVÁSÁR



Dialogi, oder Gespräche zwischen Gott und einer gläubigen Seelen …von 

Andrea Hammerschmiden. Erster Theil, Vox IV. Dreszden, 

Bergens Erben, 1645. 

Photo by István Fazekas

ONE OF THE DOCUMENTS IN THE 

COLLECTION OF RARITIES (PRINTS 

1500 TO 1850)

 



MUSIC TRANSLATION COLLECTION



János Kárpáti 
(1932‒2021) 

library director

(1961‒2005) 

„… the Liszt Ferenc Academy of  Music [...] is at the 

heart of  the country's music and specialised libraries, 

thanks to its extensive holdings and prime location.” 
                                                            (Library development plan, 1962)
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Fotó: Fazekas István
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The audio-visual collection is currently located on the second floor of  the 

Old Music Academy building
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Fotó: Fazekas István
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János Kárpáti gives an opening speech at the 

1981 IAML Congress in Budapest
(Muzsika, 1881, no. 11.)

Meeting of  the Hungarian IAML 

branch in 2004



Retkesné Szilvássy Ildikó: A 

Brunszvik-kottatár

ismertetése.................................... 73

Ildikó Retkes-Szilvássy: Die 

Beschreibung der Brunszvik-

Notensammlung............... 79

A kottatár katalógusa. Összeállította: 

Retkesné Szilvássy Ildikó és 

Somogyi Klára ..................... 87

Katalog der Notensammlung. 

Zusammengestellt von Ildikó 

Retkes-Szilvássy und Klára 

Somogyi......... 87

1991

CATALOGUE AND SCIENTIFIC 

EXPLORATION OF THE BRUNSZVIK 

MUSIC COLLECTION



„Tizenegy kiadatlan Mahler-

levél a Zeneművészeti 

Főiskola könyvtárában". 

Közr. Gádor Ágnes és Batta 

András. Magyar Zene 1980/1. 

Brahms, Johannes: 22 Briefe 

nach Ungarn. Hrsg. von 

Ágnes Gádor und 

Wolfgang Ebert. 

Mürzzuschlag: 

Österreichische Johannes-

Brahms-Gesellschaft, 1993.

MIHALOVICH’S COLLECTION OF LETTERS

Letter from Mahler to Mihalovich, 7 Febr. 1894



LEO WEINER'S LEGACY

Leó Weiner (1885-1974)

composer, music teacher
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The Music History Research Library on the ground floor of

the Old Music Academy

1986
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Photo by István Fazekas
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Library directors after 2005

Ágnes Gádor (2005‒2013)

Géza Kocsis (2013‒2016)

Klára Gulyásné Somogyi (2016‒2022)

Mária Csanda (2022‒2024)
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20th-century Hungarian musicians’ legacies

József  Szigeti, Leó Weiner, Albert Siklós, Ede Zathureczky,

Dénes Bartha, Bence Szabolcsi, Andor Földes,

András Pernye, György Kroó, András Szőllősy,

Bálint Sárosi, Sebestyén Pécsi

and many others



Only available on library computers

Our subscribed databases

OUR SERVICES TO SUPPORT SCIENTIFIC 

WORK

Hungarian Scientific Bibliographic Database

MTMT administration
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https://lfze.hu/konyvtar

Dr. Boglárka Illyés  illyes.boglarka@zeneakademia.hu
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