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Following a presentation at the IAML Congress 2025 in 
Salzburg, due to copyright, some images are not shown in 

the document. And some slides are removed after the 
Congress. 
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Roger Smalley (1943-2015)
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Goals

• to gather bibliographic information.   
• to identify published musical scores through online and library 

visits.   
• If not published, find and identify the original manuscript of 

the work at the NLA 
• Documents involving concert programmes, or newspaper 

articles, identify the item that are specifically referring to 
Roger Smalley (any subject on him for now - will sort this out 
later stage!) 

• The preliminary goal is NOT to look through details of the 
manuscripts (such as doing music analysis)
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'Roger Smalley', https://www.rogersmalley.com/
compositions.html

[Image not shown due to copyright]
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Some Weaknesses

• Lack of contextual commentary, analytical notes, or cross-
references (i.e. cross-reference to selected 
correspondences) 

• No reflection to stylistic development, reception history or 
performance practice 

• Not consistent on score availability (e.g. hire, purchase, or 
digital access) 

• No link to archival holdings (currently at three locations, 
Perth, Canberra and Sydney - locations next slide!)
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Three distinct archival locations

• UWA - University of Western Australia (Perth, WA) 
• NLA - National Library of Australia (Canberra, ACT) 
• AMC - Australian Music Centre (Sydney, NSW)
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Smalley at Large Symposium and Festival (22-27 August 2023, 3 weeks after the IAML 
Congress 2023 at the University of Cambridge!)
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The Reid Library / The Callaway Centre 
University of Western Australia 
Perth, Western Australia
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Participants of the Roger Smalley and György Ligeti Symposium 
Conservatorium of Music, The University of Western Australia 
Perth, Western Australia 

August 2023
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August 2023

[Image not shown due to copyright]
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Smalley's own Cadenza writing 
for Mozart's Piano Concerto in C 
minor, K. 491 

Note: K.543 is the E-flat major 
Symphony

[Image not shown due to copyright]
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Lecture notes presumably when 
RS taught at the UWA

[Image not shown due to copyright]
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Most of these manuscripts are 
now moved to the NLA

[Image not shown due to copyright]
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Seen 64% of the published scores at the UWA 

Some are published but are currently unknown 
location of availability  

March 2025
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National Library of Australia 

Canberra, Australian Capital 
Territory
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Source: https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-290940763/findingaid#nla-obj-290940944 

National Library of Australia



IAML Congress 2025



IAML Congress 2025

National Library of Australia, 
Canberra, ACT 🇦🇺 

MS Acc08.043 (Boxes 1-6, 16) 

Item consisted of press cuttings, 
reviews, concert programmes, 
juvenilia manuscripts/sketches, 
composing notebooks

Preliminary 
Work begins!



IAML Congress 2025

National Library of Australia, Canberra, 
ACT 🇦🇺 

MS Acc08.043 / MS Acc08.089 / MS 
Acc10.073 

Music Manuscripts and Sketches, 
Proofs are in these black boxes (in 
random!).
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Things I looked at the NLA

• Published scores (if not seen at the UWA) 
• Manuscripts / Sketches (not all at this stage!) 
• Correspondences 
• Newspaper articles on RS (any subject on RS) 
• Concert programmes that collected by RS. Also included 

programmes that RS' works were included
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Work numbers are 
organised by the RS 
number (RS as in first and 
last initials of his name)

Genres are per Smalley's 
website and Poles Apart

RISM sigla. Majority of 
the manuscripts/
sketches are at the 
NLA

Majority of publishers 
are either Faber Music 
or Australian Music 
Centre
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• Web catalogue using MerMEId? 
• Web catalogue in other ways?  
• Physical copy of the catalogue?
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National Library of Australia, 
Box 2 (MS Acc10.073)

Hand-written works lists 
compiled by RS

[Image not shown due to copyright]
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National Library of Australia, Canberra, 
ACT 🇦🇺 

Box 16 (MS Acc08.043) 

Folders containing juvenilia manuscripts/
sketches/notes

These are NOT 
catalogued!

[Image not shown due to copyright]
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• Allegro for piano trio, op. 1 
• Prelude in E-flat major 
• Minuettos and Sarabande, op. 2, nos. 1-3 
• Prelude in F major 
• Sonatas for violin and piano in B-flat major 
• Diptych for piano 
• Preludes in F minor and C major 
• Voluntary in D-flat major 
• Piano Ballade in F major 
• Two sonatinas 
• Concerto grosso in B-flat major 
• And so on...

• 45 works in total! (Some are incomplete)
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National Library of Australia, Canberra, Box 16 (MS Acc08.043)

[Image not shown due to copyright]
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National Library of Australia, Canberra, 
ACT 🇦🇺 

Boxes 1-6 (MS Acc08.043) 

Item consisted of concert programmes, 
concert reviews and newspaper articles 
(sorted by year), but some other 
random collections are there too!

[Image not shown due to copyright]
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National Library of Australia, Canberra, ACT 🇦🇺  

Box 4 (MS Acc10.073) 

Item consisted of correspondences (email, fax, 
written letters, etc.) mostly between RS and Brian 
Dennis & RS and Chris Mark

[Image not shown due to copyright]
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• 300+ newspaper articles to sort 
• 100+ correspondences to sort

The Task...
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Most newspaper articles were sorted in corresponding year folder.  
And dates and name of newspaper articles were either written or typed.

[Image not shown due to copyright]
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BUT some articles were sorted in 
"Unsorted" folder and have NO dates and 
name of the article written!

[Image not shown due to copyright]
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Conclusion

• Introduced the initial phase of a broader project to document 
(with update) Smalley's music - to include works has not been 
included initially. 

• Holds strong potential as a both scholarly resource as a tool 
for wider performance engagement and research in 
Musicology.  

• The catalogue entries need to cross-reference with articles, 
correspondences and relative archival materials. 

• Producing monographs or two (or editions - potentially with the 
AMC) of Smalley's writings, interviews (as a separate) and 
selected letters. 

• This research marks the beginning of a longer-term 
commitment to securing Smalley's place in the 20th and 21st-
century musical canon.
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Thank you very much 😄! 

Do ask me questions and provide me some 
feedbacks. 

Dr Steven (Jihun) Jeon (he/him/his) 

Email: drstevenjeon93@gmail.com

https://linktr.ee/stevenjeon_93

Recent Publication: Brio, vol. 61, no. 1 
(2024), pp. 25-35. 

Note: All publications are in my legal name.


