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Linked Data: Music Related Vocabularies in the Netherlands

• Introduction: Podiumkunst.net

• Vocabulary: Medium of Performance (published)

• Vocabulary: Dutch Classical Music Works (published)

• Entities model: Musical Performance (published)

• Vocabulary: Performing Arts Persons (in progress)

• Vocabulary: ‘Functions/Roles’ (starting)



Including Muziekweb.nl
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Vocabulary:

Medium of Performance
(uitvoeringsmedium)
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IAML Salzburg 8 July 2025:
Linked Data: Music Related Vocabularies in the Netherlands
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Value (term/iri) reflects full medium of performance
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• Six languages (Dutch, English, French, German, Italian, Spanish)
• Broader term for each vocabulary term (except for TopConcepts)
• Terms in singular form for individual instruments or voices
• Terms in plural form for homogenous ensembles (= one type of instrument or voice)

Specify size (e.g. Quintet / https://data.muziekschatten.nl/som/um1633)

• Instruments in heterogenous ensembles represented by family name
(e.g. Ensemble of woodwind, brass, string, percussion / https://data.muziekschatten.nl/som/um912)

• Distinguish between accompanied (with accompaniment) and unaccompanied vocal pieces
Specify instrumental accompaniment of a vocal piece (e.g. Basso continuo / https://data.muziekschatten.nl/som/um278)

• Separate term for each solo instrument with each orchestral accompaniment
(e.g. Clarinet with wind band / https://data.muziekschatten.nl/som/um1513)

• Pieces for a melody instrument and keyboard accompaniment are considered a heterogenous ensemble
(e.g. Ensemble of woodwind and keyboard instrument / https://data.muziekschatten.nl/som/um897)

• Includes identifier links from various relevant lists of terms (MIMO, Dewey DC, Wikidata, MusicBrainz en Arts & Architecture)
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https://data.muziekschatten.nl/som/um912
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Vocabulary:

Dutch Classical Music Works
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INPUT:

Bibliographic descriptions of sheet music
(manifestations) of classical music by Dutch 
composers

23.899 records

UNIMARC-ish-format 
(local interpretation, subfields replaced by interpunction)

Rather rich and of fairly good quality
(thanks to ISBD-cataloguing rules and use of controlled vocabularies: 
IFLA Names of Persons, LoC: countries and language, Dewey DC)

Several vocabularies available in LOD-format 
(persons, languages, countries , medium of performance)
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OUTPUT:

21.658 WORK-entities (with URIs)
(+ ~25.000 part works)
category: musical work

20.226 EXPRESSION-entities (with URIs)
(+ ~25.000 part expressions)
content type: notated music

Basis for RDA-compliant publication from library
management systems (for classical music)
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https://data.muziekschatten.nl/som/work/1e77b1afddcb80291cf1828887e837bd
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Entities model:

Musical Performance
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1. Sesjun (Muziekschatten/Nederlands Jazz Archief): 

A jazz radio program series with live performances, 
used to explore modelling of broadcasted music events.

2.  Architecture of the Invisible (Allard Pierson): 

A dance program with multiple choreographic works, including a world premiere.

3.  Kijk in mijn ogen (Nederlandse Dansdagen): 

A site-specific music theatre piece, showing how performances recur across festivals.

Three case studies:
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1. Work level: 
o Piece: e.g., play, music, dance.

o Production program: e.g., concert, dance program.

o Event program: e.g., festival, radio show.

2. Expression level: 
o Performance: a specific execution of a piece.

o Production program performance: a series of similar performances.

o Event program performance: a sequence of various performances (e.g., festival edition).

Six core identities:
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Entiteitenmodel Muziekuitvoering
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Vocabulary:

Performing Arts Persons

Proof of Concept:
https://zenodo.org/records/13968762
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• Is it possible to create a distributed source using only linked data techniques?

• Can identical or similar name forms from different sources be merged into a single identity?

• Should a single be published in a central source?

• Is it possible to share subject matter expertise?

• Can users of the vocabulary easily select the proper identity?

• Can we find an efficient form of management (with quality/topicality as the most important characteristic)?

• Is it possible to apply the result on other types of datasets? (e.g. corporate bodies, creative works, functions/roles)

Questions:

Person entities from three datasets: Muziekschatten, Muziekweb and the Common Thesaurus for Audiovisual Archives
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1. extraction of relevant persons from the three datasets

2. normalisation of personal names

3. pre-calculation of relationships

4. constructing a vocabulary

Result: 6.708 clusters of persons from all three sources

Constructing the vocabulary in four steps:
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• Technically it is possible to construct a vocabulary of persons

• Conceptual handling of large amounts of sources and data is challenging

• Quality is more important than quantity

• Just using personal names is not enough

Lessons learned:
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1. Termennetwerk (Dutch network of terms)
A linked data service that provides standardized Dutch terminologies and vocabularies for heritage, archives, and museums.

2. Wikidata
A free, collaborative, multilingual knowledge base that stores structured data for use across Wikimedia projects and beyond.

3. Wikibase
An open-source software platform developed by Wikimedia to create and manage custom structured data repositories.

4. Omeka S
A linked data publishing platform for institutions managing digital collections. 

5. Distributed Vocabulary of Persons (see earlier)

Five scenarios:
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• What are the chances of this scenario?

• What are the disadvantages of this scenario?

• Which of the goals of the Proof of Concept will be achieved in this scenario?

• What does it take to make the scenario work?

• Who should/can carry out management and curation?

• Which are the financial consequences?

• Is the scenario easily accessible to users that have hardly any technical knowledge?

• Is the scenario easy to implement in existing collection management systems?

General questions:

Conclusion:

“At this point there is no 
single scenario that provides 
a solution that can be put 
into practice without further 
ado.”



27

Model:

Functions / Roles
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