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An interdisciplinary project 



The relationship between 
academic education and 
cultural institutions is 
fundamental for a 
comprehensive and high-
quality learning experience



The Pizzetti Collection



The Pizzetti Collection



The project structure

Bibliographical research
Pizzetti and the current state 

of musicological research

Archival research
The acquisition of the Pizzetti Collection by 

the BNCF

Archival-bibliographical research
Mapping the presence of Pizzetti-related 

documentation in Italian institutions

Critical analysis of the documents in the Pizzetti Collection of the BNCF

Cataloguing the musical 
manuscripts (SBN)

Information Retrieval and Enhancement of 
Music Library Resources

(RISM, Wikipedia, institutional websites, 
SIUSA, papers etc.)

Musicological research
Preparation of transcription and critical edition 

of some unedited manuscripts

Digital humanities:
Digitalisation and copyright issues

Outreach and promotional activities
lecture-recitals, academic papers, participation in the IAML Congress,

future perspectives



I. Pizzetti, Movimento per danza for harp, from Bassorilievi
(1919)

Ms. I-Fn, Pizzetti 39 (transcribed by G. Scartezzini)

Emanuel Licau, harp
(«L. Cherubini» Conservatory)

Photo sourced from: 
https://www.facebook.com/ConservatorioLuigiChe

rubiniFirenze/photos
Audio credits:  Marco Cimboli I-Fn, Pizzetti 39



1. Bibliographical research:
Pizzetti and the current state of 

musicological research 

Ildebrando Pizzetti, 1924 (caricature by Sandro Materassi)



Ildebrando Pizzetti (1880-1968)
from Parma to Florence

I-Fn, Pizzetti  64Ildebrando Pizzetti, 1924 (caricature by Sandro Materassi) I-Fn, Pizzetti  77b



Pizzetti in Florence
I-Fn, Pizzetti 17



«Generazione 
dell’80»
(M. Mila) 

I-Fn, Pizzetti 98

Portraits of these four composers are retrieved from: Ricordi.com



«My love for the theatre began when I was still wearing short trousers, a few 
years before I started studying music […], and just as it was then, it has 

always remained—indeed, it has only grown deeper and more dominant. It 
will last me, or so I hope, for whatever little life I have left»

(I. Pizzetti, 1949)

I-Fn, Pizzetti 3 I-Fn, Pizzetti 98



Oblivion after his death (Rome, 1968)

«Long compositional career» and «(almost) unrepentant oblivion that 
marked his work for decades after his death [...]» 

(V. Borghetti, 2019)

I-Fn, Pizzetti  98

I-Fn, Pizzetti  98



2. Archival research:  
The acquisition of the Pizzetti

Collection by the National 
Central Library of Florence

I-Fn, Archivio Sala Musica, Cartella 1, fasc. «Acquisto Pizzetti febbraio 1999»



The history of the Pizzetti Collection

1994
Pizzetti 

1-34

1994
Bruno Pizzetti’s donation

Pizzetti 35-67

1997
Pizzetti 
68-74

1999
Pizzetti 

75-93; 97-177; 189-
201

2001
Pizzetti 
186 a-c

2007
Pizzetti 

94

2002
• Pizzetti 178-183
• Pizzetti 187-188

M. A. Bacherini, La nascita 
dell'archivio Pizzetti alla 
Biblioteca nazionale centrale di
Firenze e dintorni 
(National IAML Congress «Archivi 
e biblioteche di musicisti», 2003)

2003
Pizzetti 

95-96; 184-185

2023
MUS 143

antiquarian purchase

acquisition by donation



The presence of Pizzetti-related documentation in BNCF

I-Fn, Pizzetti
Collection

I-Fn, 
Bonaventura 

Correspondence

I-Fn, Ojetti 
Correspondence

I-Fn, Gatti 
Correspondence

I-Fn, Damerini 
Collection

I-Fn, 
Roncaglia 

Fond

I-Fn, 
Dallapiccola 

LIbrary

I-Fn, Mila 
Library

I-Fn, 
Rostirolla 

Manuscripts

I-Fn, Music 
manuscripts 

Collection



3. Archival-bibliographical 
research: 

Mapping the presence of 
Pizzetti-related documentation 

(Italian institutions)



The presence of Pizzetti-related documentation in Florence



https://maps.app.goo.gl/g7nrbw6xCMF2fTLy7

The presence of Pizzetti-related documentation in Italy

https://maps.app.goo.gl/g7nrbw6xCMF2fTLy7


4. Archival-musicological 
research: 

a critical analysis of the 
Pizzetti Collection's 

documents 

I-Fn, Pizzetti …



Update the item-level
inventory

Gain detailed
insight into the 

collection's
structure

Select some 
unpublished

pieces



«I gift this autograph manuscript of my polyphonic music to my dearest son, 
Bruno, beloved son, and, even if he does not compose music, he is a more 

infallible judge of music than his father. And I thank him for all he did for me, 
and he will do. I send this gift along with a hug. 

His old father, Ildebrando Pizzetti»

I-Fn, Pizzetti  17



Ildebrando Pizzetti: cronologia e bibliografia
a cura di Bruno Pizzetti
Parma : La Pilotta, 1980



5. Bibliographic and library 
science activities: 

cataloguing to improve the 
accessibility and to support 

musicological research 



Cataloguing in 
SBN 



Cataloguing 
in SBN 

B. Pizzetti, 1980, 37

I-Fn, Pizzetti 3



I-Fn, Pizzetti 18



B. Pizzetti, 1980, 42 I-Fn, Pizzetti 4, volume 1



I-Fn, Pizzetti 10



A portrait of Pizzetti

I-Fn, Pizzetti 98 I-Fn, Pizzetti 22I-Fn, Pizzetti 99 I-Fn, Pizzetti 40

I-Fn, Pizzetti 151

I-Fn, Pizzetti 74



6. Information retrieval and 
enhancing the music library's 

resources and services:

RISM, Wikipedia, Siusa













7. Digital 
humanities: 

Digitalization and 
copyright issues



7. Digital humanities: 

Digitalization and 
copyright issues



8. Musicological research:
Preparation of a critical 
edition of some unedited 

manuscripts

I-Fn, Pizzetti  39



I-Fn, Pizzetti 36

Transcription of some unedited manuscripts 
and preparatory study for a critical edition

• Sources: I-Fn, Pizzetti 38 (Monte Morello sotto la luna)
• Instrumentation: piano
• Date: 8 September 1911 (‘in the afternoon’)
• Dedication: to Maria Teresa and Bruno



Transcription of some unedited manuscripts 
and preparatory study for a critical edition

I-Fn, MUS 143

• Sources: I-Fn, Pizzetti 42 (first autograph draft 
manuscript of the score); I-Fn, MUS 143 (fair copy 
manuscript autograph)

• Instrumentation: piano
• Date and place: August 1915, Pratolino (FI)

I-Fn, Pizzetti 42



I-Fn, Pizzetti 35

Transcription of some unedited manuscripts 
and preparatory study for a critical edition

Extract from the critical Commentary on the draft edition:

• Without an agogic indication, the edition adds “Largo.”
• Bar 1, Cello: the edition adds ‘p dolce’ by analogy with the other parts.
• Bars 1–3, Violin I/3rd staff: the edition moves the diminuendo marks (‘>’) below the staff 

(instead of above).
• …



Transcription of some unedited manuscripts 
and preparatory study for a critical edition

I-Fn, Pizzetti 39

Extract from the critical Commentary on the draft edition:

• The edition adds ‘Andante’ for greater clarity
• Bar 15, lower staff/3rd–4th beats: the edition corrects the note value of the chord
• …



9. Outreach and promotional 
activities

https://www.festadellamusicaitalia.it/fdm/regioni/toscana/firenze/0.26781700-1716567765/ildebrando-pizzetti-a-firenze/



Interdisciplinarity as an exemplary
approach

Bibliographical
research

Archival research
Bibliographic and 
library science 
activities 

Information 
retrieval and 
enhancing the 
music

Digital humanities 
Outreach and 
promotional 
activities



Lecture recital, IAML 
Congress, papers



I. Pizzetti, Notturno, for two violins, viola, cello, flute and 
harp, 1910

Ms. I-Fn, Pizzetti 35 (transcribed by G. Scartezzini)

Margherita Misuri, flute
Emma Pancini, violin
Pavlos Misirlis, violin
Matilde Fubiani, viola
Elena Zenere, cello
Elisabetta Stanghellini, harp

(«L. Cherubini» Conservatory )

Photo sourced from: 
https://www.facebook.com/ConservatorioLuigiChe

rubiniFirenze/photos
Audio credits:  Marco Cimboli

I-Fn, Pizzetti 35



Thank you!

Caterina Guiducci, 

caterina.guiducci@cultura.gov.it

Giorgia Scartezzini,

giorgia.scartezzini@student.unibz.it

mailto:caterina.guiducci@cultura.gov.it
mailto:Giorgia.Scartezzini@student.unibz.it
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